
 
Life Group Notes – 3rd January 2021 

Courage in Captivity: Prayerful friendships Daniel 2:1-6, 10-23 
Please visit the LCC website to listen to the talk or read the transcript if available. 

Daniel 2:1-6, 10-23 
1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not 
sleep. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he 
had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 3 he said to them, ‘I have had a dream that 
troubles me and I want to know what it means.’ 4 Then the astrologers answered the king, ‘May the king 
live for ever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.’ 
5 The king replied to the astrologers, ‘This is what I have firmly decided: if you do not tell me what my 
dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 6 
But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honour. 
So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.’ 
10 The astrologers answered the king, ‘There is no one on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, 
however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11 
What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live 
among humans.’ 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise 
men of Babylon. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look 
for Daniel and his friends to put them to death. 
14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of 
Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king’s officer, ‘Why did the king 
issue such a harsh decree?’ Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the 
king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him. 
17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that 
he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 During the night 
the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 20 and said: 
‘Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 21 He changes times and 
seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the 
discerning. 22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with 
him. 23 I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors: You have given me wisdom and power, you have 
made known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king.’ 
Note: This is the NIV2011 version of the text – it would be helpful to compare it with other translations. 
Comment 
This passage in Daniel 2 is all about the validity of divine Revelation as the source of true wisdom. Like 
the astrologers in the passage our rationalistic mindset teaches us to collect the data, sift through the 
evidence, postulate a theory and come to a conclusion.  When Nebuchadnezzar demands the 
interpretation without sharing the dream data, Daniel doesn’t panic, run away or plot a resistance. 
Instead he calls upon his friends to pray for divine revelation. 
Two dangerous mindsets can hamper our spiritual growth as followers of Jesus. The first is fatalism – 
just the belief that everything is simply governed by universal laws of cause and effect, and the second is 
the growing popularity of the view that history is mere random chance – just one set of infinite 
possibilities. Well this passage in Daniel affirms the counterview, that God is sovereign over history, but 
he still wants us involved in shaping it through the gift of our free will in prayer.  
Asking for prayer is not an admission of weakness, it is a sign of Christian maturity because it implies 
trust that God can break into a situation and change it. Prayerful friendships are one of the keys to 
resilient discipleship through uncertain times. If you are humble enough to ask others to pray for you, 
there will certainly be blessing from it – even if the answer doesn’t always come immediately or as you 
would want. Daniel like many other Biblical heroes asked for prayer and was given the answer.  
Questions 



1. How do you react to the idea that God wants us to shape history through prayer? 
2. Have you asked for prayer when facing an impossible situation? What happened? 
3. What things might hinder us from asking for prayer? 
4. Daniel still faced the danger of sharing the dream and its interpretation with the king. How do 

you think he felt having received the revelation from God? 
5. In light of this passage, what sort of Church do you think God wants us to be over the coming 

year? 
 
 


