
 
Life Group Notes – 7th February 2021 

Courage in Captivity: Humility before God Daniel 4:28-37 
Please visit the LCC website to listen to the talk or read the transcript if available. 

Daniel 4: 28-37 Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion 
28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof 
of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 he said, ‘Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal 
residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 
31 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, ‘This is what is decreed for you, King 
Nebuchadnezzar: your royal authority has been taken from you. 32 You will be driven away from people 
and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until 
you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone 
he wishes.’ 33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away 
from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew 
like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird. 
34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes towards heaven, and my sanity was 
restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honoured and glorified him who lives for ever. 
His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 35 All the 
peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the 
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?’ 
36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honour and splendour were returned to me for the 
glory of my kingdom. My advisors and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and 
became even greater than before. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of 
heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is 
able to humble. 
Note this is the NIV2011 version of the text. It would be helpful to compare it with other translations. 
Comment 
The first four chapters of Daniel all involve the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar and they could equally 
be described as Nebuchadnezzar’s journey to faith. Although he was often petulant, narcissistic and 
tyrannical in his behaviour, the book leaves us in no doubt that God spoke to him prophetically through 
his dreams. He witnesses extraordinary miracles and was intrigued by the wisdom of Daniel and his 
friends. In our passage today we learn that eventually he submits to the Lord as King of heaven and God 
most High.  It is worth noting that in Jewish bibles today, the book of Daniel is relegated to a lower level 
of prophetic authority precisely because it was felt to be too positive about Nebuchadnezzar. When you 
remember that this is the king who had destroyed Jerusalem in 587BC and slaughtered Jews in droves, 
perhaps that is not surprising. However Jesus quotes from the book of Daniel on numerous occasions 
and it clearly sets the scene for the coming of the Messiah and the salvation of God’s people in Exile. It 
also makes the point that no-one is beyond redemption. Even the vilest offender in the world even 
oppressors like Nebuchadnezzar can have a second chance if they call upon the name of the Lord.  
It is interesting to me that during the 7 ‘times’ (years?) of Nebuchadnezzar’s wilderness experience, the 
Babylonian Kingdom continued to flourish. Perhaps it was Daniel and his three friends who managed it 
for him, administering Justice and creating prosperity in his absence. When Nebuchadnezzar returned in 
humility, he was welcomed back for a fresh start. A newly revitalised Kingdom, under the Rule and reign 
of God. The best was yet to come, and it can be for us too when we call upon the Lord for help. 
Questions 
1. What do you think Daniel and his friends would have felt about Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion? 
2. Why do you think God allows people to go through wilderness experiences? 
3. Nebuchadnezzar was warned to repent of his pride. Why didn’t he? 
4. In what ways can we become blinded by pride or being in control? 
5. How can we support someone who is going through a spiritual wilderness experience? 


