
 
Life Group Notes – 14th February 2021 

Courage in Captivity: Confronting Corruption Daniel 5 
Please visit the LCC website to listen to the talk or read the transcript if available. 

 
Daniel 5:1-7, 17-18, 22-31 The writing on the wall. 
King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. 2 While 
Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that 
Nebuchadnezzar his father[a] had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, 
his wives and his concubines might drink from them. 3 So they brought in the gold goblets that had been 
taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines 
drank from them. 4 As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, 
wood and stone. 5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, 
near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. 6 His face turned pale and 
he was so frightened that his legs became weak and his knees were knocking. 
7 The king summoned the enchanters, astrologers and diviners. Then he said to these wise men of 
Babylon, ‘Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and have a 
gold chain placed round his neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.’ 
 

17 Then Daniel answered the king, ‘You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to 
someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the king and tell him what it means. 
18 ‘Your Majesty, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and greatness and 
glory and splendour. 
 

22 ‘But you, Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 23 Instead, you 
have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, 
and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods 
of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you did 
not honour the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. 24 Therefore he sent the hand that 
wrote the inscription. 25 ‘This is the inscription that was written: mene, mene, tekel, parsin 
26 ‘Here is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an 
end. 27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided 
and given to the Medes and Persians.’ 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a 
gold chain was placed round his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom. 30 
That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 31 and Darius the Mede took over the 
kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 
Note this is the NIV2011 version of the text. It would be helpful to compare it with other translations. 
 
Comment and questions 
Here in this chapter, we see a short and concise episode from reign of King Belshazzer, son of King 

Nebuchadnezzer.  Belshazzer shows his ignorance of the history of his father’s reign and the same 

arrogance in not honouring the God of Israel. Despite the fear of seeing a disembodied handwriting on 

the plastered wall and the interpretation and judgement from Daniel, he was non-the-wiser in his 

conduct, resulting in losing his kingdom and his life in the process. So, what can we learn from this?  

Daniel 5 raises questions about our understanding of God’s judgement. Is the ‘writing on the wall’ a sure 

sign of impending doom?  

In the OT the Hebrew word for Judgement is given on the basis of the Law, it is a decree, a law, a 

sentence and verdict, it has the sense of being written in stone, unchangeable and unmovable. However 

the  NT Greek word for judgement is the word ‘Krisi’ which we get the word ‘Crisis’ - a decision, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+5&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-21877a


judgement and estimation. I would like to introduce a different way of understanding ‘judgement’ for 

Jesus didn’t come to ‘condemn the world, but to save it’ (John 3:17)  

1) In the book of Genesis, we see the story of Cain and Abel - the first murder, we see in 4:6-8 How 

do these verses shape God’s approach to us? 

2) How does the story of Cain and Abel help us understand Daniel 5? 

Divine Judgement is then a moment of crisis, where events come together in such a way that something 
significant is revealed about the society, person or period of time which is under scrutiny.     

3) What is this pandemic exposing to us? What could God be revealing to us through it? Consider the 
following options:  

a) How we treat animals. 
b) The importance of relationships. 
c) The impact we are having on the environment. 
d) The social, economic and ethnic inequalities in our society.  
e) How busy we are – are we missing out on living in the moment? 

Perhaps the Coronavirus is, after all not just an inconvenience to get over or overcome to get back to 
‘normal’ but, instead a ‘Crisis’ moment and a wake up call to examine our priorities.  

4) Are you itching to get back to normal or willing to reflect on finding a new normal? Are we willing 
to consider something new? 

The biggest pull is just to go back to normal, going back to something that is cosy and familiar. As 
followers of Jesus, I believe we have this opportunity to bring transformation and change, it starts with 
us.  

       5)   It is time to ask questions, to seek the Lord and hear His voice. How can we do this? 

 

 

 


