
 
Life Group Notes – 21st February 2021 

Courage in Captivity: Courageous Prayer Daniel 6 
Please visit the LCC website to listen to the talk or read the transcript if available. 

 
Daniel 6: 6-10, 13-23 Daniel and the Lions 
6 So these chief ministers and satraps went as a group to the king and said: ‘May King Darius live for 
ever! 7 The royal ministers, prefects, satraps, advisors and governors have all agreed that the king should 
issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during the next 
thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 8 Now, Your Majesty, issue 
the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered – in accordance with the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which cannot be repealed.’ 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing. 
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room 
where the windows opened towards Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and 
prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.  
13 Then they said to the king, ‘Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your 
Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.’ 14 When the king heard 
this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sunset 
to save him. 
15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, ‘Remember, Your Majesty, that 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.’ 
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to 
Daniel, ‘May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!’ 
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet 
ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king 
returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought 
to him. And he could not sleep. 
19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, 
he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, ‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you 
serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?’ 
21 Daniel answered, ‘May the king live for ever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the 
lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong 
before you, Your Majesty.’ 
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from 
the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 
Note this is the NIV2011 version of the text. It would be helpful to compare it with other translations. 
 
Comment 
Daniel’s righteous lifestyle and Godly discipline created awkward situations for him in exile. He was 
faced with another defining moment – whether to continue with his customary open prayers, to 
somehow hide his faith away, or to bow down only to Darius according to this discriminatory Persian 
law. Even though Daniel might have been justified in hiding away, his faith was fearless and he defied 
the law in this particular case of religious persecution. There are other examples in the bible where 
people reacted differently according to the circumstances – sometimes Paul in the NT would escape and 
run away to another city, sometimes he would stay to face the music. How do we know how we should 
behave when our faith is challenged or we or our family could be in danger? The key thing is not simply 
to pray for an exit but to pray courageous prayers for God to be with us and help us not cave in under 
the pressure, trusting the outcome to God our Father’s loving faithfulness. For some like Stephen in 
Acts, it may require the ultimate sacrifice, but he was rewarded with great assurance and seeing God’s 
face even as he was being stoned to death. When we face trials and difficulties, we can pray this 
courageous prayer: 



Father God - I’m not You. I don’t know all that you know, I can’t see all that you see. 
So I won’t presume to tell you how to sort things out but I will pour out my heart to you and let you know 
how I feel about what is going on. I ask that your Kingdom will come in our world,  Your will  will be done 
and I pray that as You work all that through You will be with me as You have promised to be. I pray you 
will help me keep my faith and my faithfulness to You. Amen 
 

Questions 

1. Why do you think prayer and worship were the key battle grounds for Daniel and his friends in Babylon? 

2. Why do you think Darius agreed to making a law requiring everyone to pray to him only? 

3. What do you think Daniel might have prayed while he was disobeying the law? 

4. Would it ever be right for us to break the law in the UK? 

5. In light of this passage, what sort of church and people do you think God wants us to become in future? 

 

 


