
 
Life Group Notes – 28th February 2021 

Courage in Captivity: Captivated by Christ Daniel 7 
Please visit the LCC website to listen to the talk or read the transcript if available. 

 
Daniel 7: 1-3, 13-18 Daniel’s vision 
7 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his 
mind as he was lying in bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream. 
2 Daniel said: ‘In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven 
churning up the great sea. 3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 
 

13 ‘In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds 
of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, 
glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshipped him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 
15 ‘I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. 16 I 
approached one of those standing there and asked him the meaning of all this. 
‘So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these things: 17 “The four great beasts are four kings 
that will rise from the earth. 18 But the holy people of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will 
possess it for ever – yes, for ever and ever.” 
Note this is the NIV2011 version of the text. It would be helpful to compare it with other translations. 
 
Comment 
These verses summarise a longer discourse describing Daniel’s dream of 4 beasts coming out of the sea 
representing 4 empires with various rulers. They are then followed by one ‘like a son of man, coming 
with the clouds of heaven’ to rule a Kingdom that will never be destroyed. Jesus referred to himself as 
‘the son of man’ and when he quoted this passage at his trial before the Sanhedrin the High Priest tore 
his robes and condemned him for Blasphemy for claiming to be the Messiah (Mark 14v62).  
Chapter 7 acts as a bridge between the opening narrative stories of Daniel and his exiled friends, and the 
apocalyptic visions in the second half of the book. The four empires are the same as Nebuchadnezzar 
saw in his dream in Daniel 2: Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman, but interestingly whilst 
Nebuchadnezzar saw them in terms of an imposing but static statue, the prophet Daniel viewed them as 
hideous beasts, each one more savage than the last. The Beast in Revelation 13 seems to be an 
amalgamation of the 4 beasts described in Daniel, suggesting that there will be ongoing conflict 
between God’s people and worldly systems of power, even until the second coming of Christ. But we 
know the end of the story. Jesus came and inaugurated the Kingdom of God and he will return to bring 
final justice to the kingdoms of this world and establish His throne forever. 
 

Questions 

1. Why do you think God gave this dream to Daniel? 

2. How does thinking about these different ‘beasts’ help us critique the global powers of our own day? 

3. Paul wrote that ‘everyone must submit to governing authorities’ (Romans 13v1). How might we stand up 

for justice whilst respecting the established authorities? 

4. What do you find most challenging and also encouraging from this passage? 

5. In light of this passage, what sort of church and people do you think God wants us to become in future? 


