
 
Life Group Notes – 7th March 2021 

Courage in Captivity: End times aware - Daniel 8 
Please visit the LCC website to listen to the talk or read the transcript if available. 

 
Daniel 8: The vision of the Ram and the Goat 
15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood one who 
looked like a man. 16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, ‘Gabriel, tell this man the meaning 
of the vision.’ 17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate. ‘Son 
of man,’ he said to me, ‘understand that the vision concerns the time of the end.’ 18 While he was 
speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me and raised me to 
my feet. 19 He said: ‘I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision 
concerns the appointed time of the end.  
20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21 The shaggy goat is the 
king of Greece, and the large horn between its eyes is the first king. 22 The four horns that replaced the 
one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the 
same power. 
23 ‘In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a fierce-looking king, a 
master of intrigue, will arise. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause 
astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy those who are mighty, the 
holy people. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel 
secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, 
but not by human power. 26 ‘The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, 
but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.’ 
27 I, Daniel, was worn out. I lay exhausted for several days. Then I got up and went about the king’s 
business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding. 
Note this is the NIV2011 version of the text. It would be helpful to compare it with other translations. 
Comment 
Daniel received this vision when he was by the Ulai River in the city of Susa, 250 miles east of Babylon, in 
what is now Iran. The Ram he saw was the Medo-Persian Empire, followed by a Goat representing 
Alexander the Great’s Greek empire. But he died aged 32, his domain divided into four, with four kings ruling.  
One of them the Seleucid kingdom centred on Antioch and including Jerusalem. Here King Antiochus Epiphanes 
believed he was ‘God manifest’.  He was to be worshipped as the Canaanite god, Baal, a nature god decisively 
rejected by Israel, the idolatrous epitome of all that they stood against.  And the Jewish religion was a threat. He 
basically banned all outward expression of the Jewish faith, on the pain of death.  He personally stood and 
blasphemed God in the most holy place and his final act was to rededicate the temple in Jerusalem to the Greek 
Olympian god Zeus – so say ‘freeing the people’.  Two centuries later, Jesus stood in that temple area and he 
quoted from Daniel’s prophesy about this ‘Abomination that causes desolation’ but linking it to the coming of the 
Son of man and future end-times events (Matthew 24v29-30). For Jesus this prophecy referred to both an event 
in the past but also a future yet to come. Jesus’ implication is that things will get harder for God’s people while 
someone akin to Antiochus would rise up to ‘free the people’ whilst still blaspheming the name of the Lord. 
Thankfully we know that Jesus has the final victory and has already conquered sin and death on the cross. We 
need to be aware that hardship and tribulation are sure to challenge our Christian resolve, but Christ will come for 
us in the end. 
Questions 

1. Why do you think Jesus warned his followers to be End-times aware? 
2. What might a powerful person or institution who rises up and sets themselves against God look like? 
3. Can you think of instances of rulers or authorities so say ‘freeing the people’ when in fact they are 

constraining religious freedom? 
4. What do you find most challenging and also encouraging from this passage? 

5. In light of this passage, what sort of church and people do you think God wants us to become in future? 


