
 
Life Group Notes – 14th March 2021 

Courage in Captivity: Repentant responsibility - Daniel 9 
Please visit the LCC website to listen to the talk or read the transcript if available. 

 
Daniel 9: Daniel’s prayer 
9 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the 
Babylonian kingdom – 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according 
to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last 
seventy years. 3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and 
in sackcloth and ashes. 
4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: 
‘Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep 
his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we 
have turned away from your commands and laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, 
who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land. 
17 ‘Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look with favour 
on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the 
city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of 
your great mercy. 19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, 
because your city and your people bear your Name.’ 
Note this is the NIV2011 version of the text. It would be helpful to compare it with other translations. 
 
Comment 
Daniel chapter 9 includes Daniel’s extraordinary prayer followed by an future prophecy which has 
become known as the seventy ‘sevens’ or ‘seventy weeks’. Set in the first year after a regime change in 
Babylon and the overthrow of Belshazzar’s empire, this passage shows us that Daniel not only had to 
cope with stress uncertainty about his own future, but he also continued to grieve for his spiritual 
homeland, the Jewish nation and Jerusalem which was lying in rubble having been destroyed in 587. 
Daniel’s prayer shows us a pattern for how we can strengthen ourselves in the Lord during times of trial 
and uncertainty. Firstly Daniel searched the scriptures – he found God’s promise to restore the exiles to 
their homeland in Jeremiah’s prophecy (chapter 29), and he prayed into it. Next Daniel faced the reality 
of the situation and with repentance and fasting he took responsibility not only for his own sins but also 
for the sins of the nation. Finally with faith for forgiveness rising up in his heart, he calls upon the Lord to 
bring about restoration and renewal. Thankfully under the new covenant in Christ, we can be fully 
assured of forgiveness because of the grace poured out for us through the cross and resurrection. We 
can seek the restoration of the church when it fails and know that God will welcome us back when we 
repent.   
Questions 

1. What are some of your favourite Bible promises? 
2. Why do you think repentance is such an important part of strengthening ourselves in the Lord? 
3. How do you feel when you here about a failure on the part of another Christian or the church? 
4. What can we do to help when churches or individuals fall from grace?  
5. What do you find most challenging and also encouraging from this passage? 
6. In light of this passage, what sort of church and people do you think God wants us to become in 

future? 


